The Energy Conservation Contest for 

Rutgers New Brunswick Undergraduate Students
Sponsored by The Rutgers Energy Institute
The Goal:  

Presently, student, staff and faculty use of the standing buildings and infrastructure of the Rutgers campus complex at New Brunswick/Piscataway accounts for approximately 150,000 tons of carbon dioxide annually to the atmosphere each year. Factoring in commuting students, faculty, and staff, and the total emissions are increased to an estimated 300,000 tons of carbon dioxide each year.  One goal of the Rutgers Energy Institute is to work with students, faculty and staff across the campus complex to make the university carbon neutral by 2030.  

The Rutgers Energy Institute (REI) is hosting its annual energy competition intended to engage students in devising creative and innovative solutions in reducing energy wasted at Rutgers.  “Energy Conservation” is the challenge for this 2009 competition.  

The Challenge:  

To develop an implementable plan reducing student energy consumption on campus as well as promoting awareness about smarter eco-friendly practices across campus.  Students must demonstrate how energy can be conserved by creating innovative solutions to common energy expenditures.   

Eligiblity: 

Enrolled undergraduate students in any program on the New Brunswick-Piscataway campus are eligible.  Graduate students and post-doctoral fellows are not eligible.  Teams are required to register for the competition through the REI website by completing an online registration form no later than February 1, 2009.
Submission Date: 

Proposals should be submitted on or before March 13, 2009 to via email to yana@marine.rutgers.edu.  Video submissions should arrive via mail by the same deadline.  
Prizes: 

Four awards ($2,500 for first place, $1,500 for second place, $1,000 for third place, and $1,000 for the video category) will be awarded to undergraduate students or teams who have submitted energy reduction plans selected to be the most innovative, practical, and low-cost solutions by a panel composed of faculty chosen by the REI Advisory Board.  
Visit the Rutgers Energy Institute web site at http://rei.rutgers.edu/ for further full rules, registration information, and to download the cover page to be submitted with your proposal.  You can also find us on Facebook by searching for “RutgersEnergy Contest” or visiting: http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1004822903&hiq=rutgersenergy%2Ccontest
